Review of Regulation 91/414
The effective use of crop protection products is a critical tool in a grower’s efforts to produce high quality affordable food. Under current legislation, before a pesticide can be registered under EU Directive 91/414, its safety is determined by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) taking into account any potential hazards and balancing them with the risk of such a hazard occurring under normal conditions of use. The revision of this science-based regulatory system is currently being considered by the European Parliament, which is looking to move away from such a risk-based assessment of safety to a more hazard-based assessment. 
 Organisations such as the Pesticides Safety Directorate (PSD), Horticultural Development Company (HDC), Fresh Produce Consortium (FPC) and the Crop Protection Association (CPA) have indicated that depending on the severity of the legislation introduced, the EU could loose between 15% and 85% of current pesticide products. Not only will this impact on a grower’s ability to produce a marketable crop (especially in many horticultural crops where pest solutions are already limited) but will also lead to an increase in food prices. The food supply chain has been calling on the EU Parliament to produce a European wide impact assessment to clarify the likely effects of the proposed legislation. Unfortunately, to date this request has been ignored.
In the absence of such an EU wide report, a number of UK focused reports have been written. A brief summary of each report is given below with a link to the full 

report for additional information. 
Impact on pesticide availability: The Pesticides Safety Directorate, the UK regulator of pesticides, report that the current proposals could lead to the loss of between 15% and 85% of crop protection products. They conclude that “If the full potential impact of the current Parliament proposals were realised, conventional commercial agriculture in the UK (and much of the EC) as it is currently practised would not be achievable, with major impacts on crop yield and food quality.” The whole report can be accessed from:

http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/uploadedfiles/Web_Assets/PSD/Impact_report_final_(May_2008).pdf
Impact on crop yields: ADAS have looked at the impact that the different proposals could have on crop yields. They conclude that if the European Parliament suggestions are taken into account, yields of wheat would fall by 60%, potato yields would fall by 50% and vegetables by 75%. They also state that “Even the lowest impact proposal reduces production by approximately 25%.” The whole report can be accessed from:

http://www.ecpa.eu/files/ecpa/documentslive/18/17942_ADAS-%20Impact%20Assessment%20-%204%20June%202008.pdf
Impact on food prices: A recent a study from Cranfield University examines the likely implications of the proposed reduction in crop protection substances for the economics of the farming industry, the knock on effects for the UK food supply chain and the availability, quality and most importantly the price of food for consumers.  One of the reports conclusions is that, “The overall effect would be higher food prices and a contraction in the size of the agricultural industry.”

The whole report can be accessed from:
http://www.som.cranfield.ac.uk/som/research/centres/cref/documents/cropprotection.pdf 

Social impact: Following on from the Cranfield report above, England Marketing has prepared a social impact assessment to understand the impacts of significant price rises if they were to take place in the UK. One of the report’s conclusions was: “Amongst stakeholders and consumers alike was shock and concern that such legislation could even be contemplated in the present situation of rising commodity prices and food security issues.” The whole report can be accessed from:
http://www.englandmarketing.co.uk/attachments/final-report.pdf
The review of this legislation is now nearing completion and a final vote is expected in the European Parliament in January 2009. Organisations such as the FPC, NFU, HDC and CPA have been encouraging growers to contact their MEP’s to request that an EU wide impact assessment is conducted prior to the implementation of any legislation.

