Soil Management Plan

(Extracted from Defra, Protecting our Water, Soil and Air,  A Code of Good Agricultural Practice for farmers, growers and land managers, Section 3.4) (Published 2009) 

· A soil management plan will help you to provide optimum conditions


for the growth of crops and grass, while minimising the risk of run-off


and erosion.

· It will help you protect the long term productivity of your land. Match crops and rotations to the capability of soils on the farm.

Inspect the structure of soils regularly. Record what you find and draw up a soil management plan for managing your land. You should review this plan annually and where necessary make changes based on what has happened during the year.

NB If you prepare a soil management plan it will be in addition to the ‘Soil Protection Review’. This is currently a cross compliance requirement.

Good Practice

A soil management plan can help land managers to improve the way they treat soils. If you have already produced a soil management plan you may wish to check it includes a risk map for run-off and erosion, and a field-by-field assessment of the condition of the soil and how you will manage it. You can either draw up your own plan or obtain professional advice from a consultant. Your plan should be clearly set out and include the steps identified in the following paragraphs.

When developing a soil management plan the protection of archaeological sites should be taken into account.

Read relevant publications on controlling run-off and erosion and good practices for managing soils (reference 18, 59).

Using published guidance (reference 60) or advice from a consultant, prepare an assessment of the risks of run-off and erosion for your whole farm. It can help to look at soil during and after rain to identify areas of poor drainage and where run-off or erosion may be occurring including gateways, roads and tracks. When you have done this, you should prepare a map showing the risk class for each field or part field.

Match the intended use of each field with the capability of the land so as to minimise the risks of harming the environment.

Use a spade to look at soil structure in each field, or part field, to decide what you will need to do to maintain or improve its condition. Consider if you need to take any additional actions to improve the organic matter content of the soil.

Record on a field-by-field basis the steps you will take during the coming year to minimise run-off and erosion and to ensure good structure and maintain the infiltration of rainfall.
During the year you should record any problems such as ponding, patches of poor growth, or run-off or erosion events. This will remind you what has happened, and where you need to consider changing your management when you come to review the plan. You should review the plan each year, and include another assessment of soil structure, paying particular attention to any areas where you noticed problems.
